
2013 HCEF Award Recipients

Imam Yahya Hendi
 Founder and President, 
Clergy  Beyond Borders 

Muslim Chaplain, 
Georgetown University

Dr. Jad Daniel 
Partner & Vice President 
at IBM Global Business 

Services

Sami Abu-Dayyeh
President, Holy Land 

Incoming Tour Operators 
Association (HLITOA), 
CEO, Near East Tourist 

Christine Hill 
Hobbi

Executive VPresident, 
ServiceElements, 
HCEF Business 

Conference Director

Dr. James Zogby
President, Arab American 

Institute (AAI)

The Rev. Richard H. 
Graham

Bishop, Metropolitan 
Washington, D.C. Synod

Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 18 & SATURDAY, OCTOBER 19, 2013
WASHINGTON MARRIOTT

1221 22nd Street, NW  •  Washington, DC 20037

HCEF Awards Banquet   •   Washington Marriott: Reception 6:00 pm   •   Dinner  7:00 pm

HCEF 
President’s Award

    Mrs. Jamilah Aranky  Mary Ann Flannery
 HCEF Representative in Birzeit HCEF Volunteer 
  Rockville, MD 

His Eminence Donald 
Cardinal Wuerl

Archbishop of Washington

Said T. Khoury
Co-founder and 

Chairman
Consolidated Contractors 

Company (CCC)

Sami El-Yousef 
Regional Director for Palestine 
and Israel; Pontifical Mission

Jerusalem 

Father Drew 
Christiansen, SJ 
Visiting Professor, 
Theology Dept., 
Boston College

Father Michael 
McDonagh 

Advisor to the Latin 
Patriarch of Jerusalem

Samer Makhlouf 
Executive Director, 

OneVoice Palestine (OVP)

Tal Harris
Executive Director, 

OneVoice Israel 
(OVI)

Combined Federal Campaign
CFC # 10897

HCEF Awarded Seal of Excellence
Of the 1,000,000 charities operating in the 
U.S. today, it is estimated that fewer than 5% 
have been awarded this seal. HCEF is one of 
the top 2,000 or (5%) of U.S. charities to meet 
the highest standards of public accountability, 
program effectiveness and cost effectiveness.

The CHARITY NAVIGATOR is America’s 
leading independent charity evaluator, Charity 
Navigator works to advance a more efficient 
and responsive philanthropic marketplace by 
evaluating the Financial Health and Accountability 
and Transparency of America’s largest charities. 

THE HOLY LAND CHRISTIAN ECUMENICAL FOUNDATION

15th INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE 
& AWARDS BANQUET

Most Reverend Robert J. Carlson 
Archbishop of St. Louis
Most Reverend Charles J. Chaput, O.F.M. Cap. 
Archbishop, Archdiocese of Philadelphia
William (Bill) Corcoran 
President & CEO, ANERA
Warren David 
President, American-Arab 
Anti-Discrimination Committee
Marie Dennis, Co-President 
Pax Christi International
HE Daniel Cardinal DiNardo 
Archbishop of Galveston-Houston

HE Timothy Cardinal Dolan 
Archbishop of New York 
President, US Conference of Catholic Bishops
HE Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I. 
Archbishop, Archdiocese of Chicago
HE Theodore Cardinal McCarrick 
Archbishop Emeritus, Archdiocese of Washington
Thomas J. Olmsted 
Bishop, Diocese of Phoenix
Most Reverend Nicholas J. Samra 
Eparchial Bishop of Newton, Eparchy of Newton
Most Reverend Dennis M. Schnurr 
Archbishop, Archdiocese of Cincinnati

The Most Reverend Katharine Jefferts Schori 
Presiding Bishop and Primate, 
The Episcopal Church
Constantine M. Triantafilou 
Executive Director & CEO, International 
Orthodox Christian Charities
HB Patriarch Fouad Twal 
Latin Patriarch of Jerusalem
Bishop Dr. Munib A. Younan  
The Bishop of the Evangelical Lutheran Church 
in Jordan & The Holy Land (ELCJHL) 
President, Lutheran World Federation (LWF)

LETTERS OF SUPPORT

His Excellency Dr. Salam Fayyad
Former Prime Minister of Palestine

Friday, October 18, 2013 
AWARDS BANQUET

Reception/Dinner 6:00 pm  

Friday and Saturday, October 18-19, 2013
15TH INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE 

THE HOLY LAND CHRISTIAN ECUMENICAL FOUNDATION
6935 Wisconsin Ave, Suite 518  •  Bethesda, MD 20815  •  tel: 301-951-9400  •  fax: 301-951-9402  •  email: hcef@hcef.org

Sami Khoury
Tourism Consultant, 

Co-founder & 
General Manager, 

Alternative Business 
Solutions

Holy Land Christian 
Ecumenical 

Foundation Award

Path of Peace Award
Palestinian 

Diaspora Award



HCEF BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Rateb Y. Rabie, KCHS
President/ CEO 

Hugh M. Dempsey, D. Ed., KM.Ob., KHS
Vice-President
Donald Kruse

Vice-President Emeritus 
Saliba Sarsar, Ph.D.

Secretary
Rula Dababneh

Treasurer
Hanna Hanania, D.D.S.

Rev. Msgr. W. Ronald Jameson, KCHS
Christine Hill Hobbi

Rev. Dr. William Turner, KCHS
Nadia Sayegh-Sweiss, MPA

ADVISORY BOARD 
H.B. Patriarch Fouad Twal 

Chairman, HCEF Advisory Board, Latin Patriarch of Jerusalem

H.B. Patriarch Michel Sabbah
Latin Patriarch Emeritus of Jerusalem

H.B. Patriarch Gregorios III
Greek-Melkite-Catholique Patriarch of Antioch and all the East, of 

Alexandria and of Jerusalem

H.B. Patriarch Nourhan Manougian
Armenian Patriarch of Jerusalem

Rt. Rev. Munib A. Younan
Bishop, Evangelical Lutheran Churchin Jordan and the Holy Land

President, The Lutheran World Federation 

Metropolitan Philip Saliba
Primate, Archbishop of New York and Metropolitan of All North America 

H.E. Bishop Suheil Dawani
Episcopal Church of Jerusalem 

Most Reverend Robert J. Carlson
Archbishop of St. Louis, MO 

Archbishop Elias Chacour, Ph.D.
Catholic Melkite Metropolitan Archbishop of Akka, Haifa, Nazareth and 

all Galilee 

Bishop Barry C. Knestout
Auxiliary Bishop of Washington

H.G. Patrick Kelly
Archbishop of Liverpool, England 

Archbishop Vicken Aykazian
Legate, Eastern Diocese of the Armenian Orthodox Church of America

Council Member, World Council of Churches 

 Rev. M. Craig Barnes, Ph.D.
President, Princeton Theological Seminary

Archbishop Atallah Hanna
Archbishop of Sebaste, Greek Orthodox, Patriarchate of Jerusalem

Fr. Drew Christiansen, S.J.
Visiting Professor, Theology Dept., Boston College

Rev. Fahed Abu-Akel, Ph.D.
Presbyterian Church USA, GA

Samir Abu-Ghazaleh, M.D.
AVERA Women’s Center for Gynecologic Cancer

Raja Khoury
President, Pillar Construction 

Osama Kishek
President, Kishek International, Inc. 

Rev. Gary Burge, Ph.D.
Professor, Wheaton College 

Albert Mokhiber, Esq.
Partner, Law Offices of Mokhiber & Moretti, LLC 

Musa Nasir, M.D.
M Y Nasir  Inc. 

Claudette Habesch
Former Secretary General, CARITAS Jerusalem

Fr. Nicholas Dahdal
St. George Antiochian Orthodox Church 

George Salem, Esq.
Law Offices of George R. Salem, PLLC

Juan Jose’ Daboub
CEO, The Global Adaptation Institute    

Fuad S. Sweiss, PE, PLS
Deputy Director of Public Works

City Engineer     

Dear Brothers & Sisters,

“One Humanity, Different Faiths - 
Walking Together to Restore Dignity, 
Justice and Prosperity.” As stated above 
in the theme of our 15th International 
Conference HCEF remains persistent in our 
mission and commitment to the continued 
presence, empowerment and well-being of 
Arab Christians in the Holy Land and to 
developing the bonds of solidarity between 
them and Christians elsewhere.

On behalf of the Holy Land Christian 
Ecumenical Foundation (HCEF) Board 
of Directors and Staff, I invite you to join 
us for our 15th International Conference 
& Awards Banquet!  Our annual 
international conferences are specifically 
designed to promote peace, educate and 
empower through interreligious dialogue, 
and promote partnerships to encourage job 
creation and prosperity for our sisters and 
brothers in the Holy Land.  With more than 
16 programs in place, HCEF is progressive 
and proactive in achieving this goal.

We are pleased this year to honor all of 
our awardees, including His Eminence 
Donald Cardinal Wuerl, Archbishop of 
Washington, with the Holy Land Christian 
Ecumenical Foundation Award, HE Dr. 
Salam Fayyad, Prime Minister of Palestine 
with the Path of Peace Award and Mr. Said 
Khoury, Co-Founder and Chairman of 
Consolidated Contractors Company with 
the Palestinian Diaspora Award.

I urge you to plan to be with us Friday and 
Saturday, October 18 - 19, 2013! We have 
exciting and informed people from all over 
the world, from different faiths and walks of 
life, with vital information and knowledge 
about the Holy Land converging in one 
place for this inspiring weekend.

Come out and join us! Invite your family, 
friends, neighbors, co-workers and others 
who want to network and learn more about 
the Holy Land and what we can do on this 
end to lend our support.  Together, we do 
make a difference. 

I look forward to seeing you there!
God bless,

Rateb Rateb Rabie, KCHS
President/CEO

The conference will feature a variety of panels to focus on Job 
Creation, Business, Tourism, Interfaith, Palestinian Youth in 

Diaspora, Peace & Justice, and other issues

HOLY LAND CHRISTIAN ECUMENICAL FOUNDATION

A Few of our CONFERENCE TOPICS—
15TH INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE

Arab Christians under Hard Times in the Holy Land
Many Arab Christians in the Holy Land are caught between the rock of  
Israeli security policies and Israeli Jewish extremism and the hard place of  
Islamic radicalism.  This session will discuss the difficulties under which Arab 
Christians live and explain what is being done to secure their presence and 
future.  A special focus will be placed on religious leaders and institutions as 
they walk together to restore dignity, justice, and prosperity in the Holy Land.

The Nation-Building Role of Palestinian Youth in Diaspora
The youth—males and females alike—play a significant role in nation-building.  
They are important today and tomorrow.  They are the future.  This panel will 
elucidate the goals of  the “Know Thy Heritage” Leadership Program and 
the role the youth can play in Palestine and the Diaspora.  Testimonies of  
youth who have visited or returned to Palestine will be shared, mainly the 
motivation for their participation and the impact of  their homecoming.

Interfaith Dialogue
Interfaith dialogue is a key catalyst for justice, conflict resolution, and peace. 
Our voice and touch are essential for promoting and sustaining it.  This 
panel will emphasize the development of  lasting commitments to interfaith 
dialogue, strong national harmony, and personal dedication to building a 
healthy network of  friends and fellow Palestinians.

Will Palestinian-Israeli Peace Be Given a Chance?
U.S. Secretary of  State John Kerry has recently revived U.S. interest in a 
diplomatic solution to the Palestinian-Israeli impasse.  The path ahead will be 
hard and long.  Imaginative and durable answers will have to be developed.  
This session will examine the obstacles ahead and the prospects for a successful 
conclusion to the Palestinian-Israeli conflict.  A special focus will be placed 
on the public peace process and the role that peace groups, e.g., the One Voice 
Movement, play in influencing the desired outcome of  peace.

Positive Investments and Business Opportunities in Palestine
Positive investments, while not sufficient in and of  themselves, are necessary 
means that help to create a viable economy and the needed infrastructure in the 
West Bank and the Gaza Strip.  The future will remain bleak without them.  This 
workshop will review current efforts of  positive investments and how these can 
promote socioeconomic justice and peace as well as examine the Palestinian 
business environment in which positive investments are being made. 

Religious Tourism
The Holy Land is one of  the most sacred spots on earth, which has deep 
meaning for Jews, Christians, and Muslims.  By taking a pilgrimage, followers 
of  Judaism, Christianity, and Islam, whether fully observant or not, fulfill 
important spiritual and personal needs.  This workshop will explain the meaning 
and importance of  religious tourism to the Holy Land as well as the business 
environment that promotes or distracts from pilgrimages to the Holy Land.

Visual Presentation: HCEF DVD

CONFERENCE AND BANQUET RATES
                 Ticket Cost    After 10/11/2013

AWARDS BANQUET // Friday, October 18th

Awards Banquet Only $120  $140 
Awards Banquet Table Sponsor (reserves 10 seats)  $1500 

Includes acknowledgement at Banquet 
**No Banquet Ticket Sales at the Door**

CONFERENCE // Friday & Saturday, October 18th -19th 
General Conference Session  $25  $40 
Conference Package: Saturday & Awards Banquet  $145  $180 
Clergy and Students: Saturday General Session only $20 

Clergy and youth scholarships are available! 
Inquire by e-mail to ccardone@hcef.org or by phone at 301 951 9400 ext. 210 

REGISTER: 
ONLINE at www.hcef.org/register, or
MAIL to HCEF, 6935 Wisconsin Ave., Suite 518, Bethesda, MD 20815

THANK YOU!

INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE and Awards Banquet

Washington Marriott
1221 22nd Street, NW
Washington, DC 20037

Please register before October 11, 2013 AND 
mention HCEF 15th International Conference 
to receive this great rate!

  Dates  Room rate
 October 17 -20, 2013   159.00 /NIGHT

15th INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE 
HONORARY COMMITTEE

HE Archbishop Khajag Barsamian
Primate, Diocese of the Armenian Church of America (Eastern)

Most Reverend Robert J. Carlson
Archbishop of St. Louis

The Rev. Richard H. Graham
Bishop, Metropolitan Washington, D.C. Synod

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

Most Reverend Denis J. Madden
Auxiliary Bishop, Archdiocese of Baltimore

HB Patriarch Nourhan Manougian
Armenian Patriarch of Jerusalem

The Most Reverend Metropolitan Philip Saliba
Primate, Self-Ruled Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese 

of North America

HB Patriarch Fouad Twal
Latin Patriarch of Jerusalem

HE Donald Cardinal Wuerl
Archbishop of Washington

Bishop Dr. Munib A. Younan
The Bishop of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Jordan & the Holy 

Land (ELCJHL), The President of the Lutheran World Federation (LWF)


